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Preface

| encountered Darwin more than 30 years ago. Since then, | have been
reading his books and other documents, with some interruptions for other
researches. But every time | come back to Darwin, | found new insights
and discoveries, and this induced me to form an ambition that | should
write a book on Darwin: a book by a philosopher, not by a historian. lama
student of “philosophy of science”, which is not respectable in my country,
Japan. But what is the point of my writing a new book on Darwin, when
you can find many books and numerous papers on Darwin and his theories
by scientists, historians, philosophers, and many other? We already have
the “Darwin Industry”. For Darwin was a prolific and meticulous
correspondent, and he left a tremendous amount of documents, including
letters, notes, journals, and manuscripts. Thus, by studying these
documents, hundreds of scholars can make their living. | do not want to
participate in that sort of “industry”. | just wish to go straightforwardly,
within a relatively short space, to the essence of Darwin’s idea: what is the
distinctive feature of his thought? This is the right job for a philosopher.

To achieve this objective, my plan is as follows: In Chapter 1, | will
begin with Darwin’s voyage on Beagle. He encountered Charles Lyell's
Principle of Geology, the most important incident throughout the voyage.
Thanks to Lyell’s work and methodology, Darwin could achieve his own
development. So | will trace Darwin’s evolution in comparison with Lyell’s
book. This will clarify where he owes to Lyell, and where he diverges from
Lyell.

After he returned to England, Darwin began to develop his research on
transmutation of species. Then, how did he succeed in obtaining both his
wife and the principle of natural selection? Chapter 2 is devoted to this
incident. And, if you examine this incident carefully, | believe, you can get
a glimpse of the essence of Darwin’s thought. That is, in this short
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Chapter 2, you can see the essence in a condensed form. However, since
the theory of natural selection is often misunderstood even in the 215t
century, | have to supply its exposition in terms of “Darwin’s Demon”,
which Darwin introduced in his 1842 Sketch. That is Chapter 3.

In Chapter 4, | will present my own original research on Darwin’s
principle of divergence. When | read On the Origin of Species for the first
time, | was annoyed by his long sentences that seemed often unrefined, by
his winding arguments. This made me cuss to myself, “If | were to work
on the same materials, | would have done a better job!” Actually, |
exclaimed the same words while | was explaining Darwin’s ideas to my
audience in a public lecture. The worst part was the section on the
principle of divergence (chapter 4); Darwin repeatedly emphasized the
importance of this principle, but | could not figure out the role it played,
and it took me about ten years for understanding this part. Chapter 4 is
the result of my struggle with this puzzle. Its conclusion is, Darwin was
indeed great, and | was a fool!

In Chapter 5, | will explain Darwin’s view with respect to the seemingly
teleological concepts in biology, such as “function” or “design”. You may
well know such authors as Richard Dawkins or Daniel Dennett produced big
books on this subject. Since | am sure you do not want to read another
big book on the same subject, | will go back to Darwin’s own research on
orchids, and clarify its essence in a brief space.

The final Chapter 6 is devoted to Darwin’s treatment of morality. This
is based on my original work published in 1996. But | have updated this
work in many respects, and | have taken in the results of Frans de Waal,
whose work | did not know at that time. Darwin obtained a brilliant insight
as regards morality, just before his marriage, together with the principle of
natural selection. And his stance with respect to man and morality is
admirably persistent since then; | think this is by far the greatest merit of
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Darwin’s thought. In this respect, Darwin was not only diametrically
opposed to Lyell, but also diverged from Wallace who shared the principle
of natural selection, and even the militant Huxley was far behind. In a
word, Darwin was far ahead of his time.

If the reader can realize the ever-lasting significance of the Darwinian
thought by reading this little book, following this prologue, the author
should be very pleased.
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