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Darwin’s book on orchids is not well known in Japan, presumably because its
Japanese translation has been long out of print. But this book is very
interesting in that Darwin’s hidden intent is to show that we can see that God is
not needed if we pay enough attention to the details of orchids. In contrast to
big books written by Richard Dawkins and Daniel Dennett, I will show you
briefly the essence of Darwin’s view on the relationship between natural

selection and the seeming “teleological” notions of function and purpose.
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