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Janet Browne’s two volumes, Darwin, induced me to read Lyell. However, I
was annoyed by her summary treatment of Lyell’s Antiquity of Man (1863). 1
found her treatment of Lyell was unfair and misleading, and I will show the
reason in the following. This does not change the significance of her big

volumes; I just wish to say, “be fair, and treat the details more carefully.”
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1. Lyell’s Antiquity
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In the concluding chapters I shall offer a few remarks on the recent
modifications of the Lamarckian theory of progressive development and transmutation,
which are suggested by Mr. Darwin’s work on the ‘Origin of Species, by

Variation and Natural Selection,” ... (p. 3, Uccini’s italics)
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2. Man’s History, before the Historical Era
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The human skeletons of the Belgian caverns of times coeval with the
mammoth and other extinct mammalia, do not betray any signs of a marked
departure in their structure, whether of skull or limb, from the modern standard
of certain living races of the human family. As to the remarkable Neanderthal
skeleton (Ch. V. p. 75), it is at present too isolated and exceptional, and its age
too uncertain, to warrant us in relying on its abnormal and ape-like characters,
as bearing on the question whether the farther back we trace Man into the past,
the more we shall find him approach in bodily conformation to those species of

the anthropoid quadrumana which are most akin to him in structure. (p. 375)
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3. Remarks on Progressionism and Transmutationism
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4. Theory of Natural Selection and Objections to it
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As Darwin leafed through Lyell’s pages, however, he could not find any
clarion call for evolution. [1]Towards the close Lyell certainly confirmed that
[2] he had changed his mind on transmutation since the first edition of
Principles of Geology and now stood with Darwin. Yet after dwelling on
Lamarck, and admitting he had done Lamarck an injustice in the Principles,
Lyell described [3] the technical objections to the Origin of Species very
thoroughly. [4] There was a huge gulf between man and beast, Lyell stated.
How this gulf was bridged remained a “profound mystery”. (Janet Browne,
Charles Darwin: the Power of Place, p. 219, Boldface and bracketed numbers,

Uccini’s)
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5. What Lyell said in his Antiquity
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When we consider the complexity of every speech spoken by a highly
civilised nation, and discover that the grammatical rules and inflections which
demote number, time, and quality are usually the product of a rude state of
society---that the savage and the sage, the peasant and man of letters, the child
and the philosopher, have worked together, in the course of many generations,

to build up a fabric which has been truly described as a wonderful instrument
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of thought, a machine, the several parts of which are so well adjusted to each
other as to resemble the product of one period and of a single mind,---we
cannot but look upon the result as a profound mystery, and one of which the
separate builders have been almost as unconscious as are the bees in a hive of
the architectural skill and mathematical knowledge which is displayed in the

construction of the honeycomb. (p. 469, Uccini’s boldface)
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In our attempts to account for the origin of species, we find ourselves still
sooner brought face to face with the working of a law of development of so high
an order as to stand nearly in the same relation as the Deity himself to man’s
finite understanding, a law capable of adding new and powerful causes, such as
the moral and intellectual faculties of the human race, to a system of nature
which had gone on for millions of years without the intervention of any
analogous cause. If we confound “Variation” or ‘Natural Selection” with such
creational laws, we deify secondary causes or immeasurably exaggerate their

influence. (p. 469)
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6. A Great Chasm between Lyell and Darwin
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