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This issue is my book review of Janet Browne’s first volume of Darwin, which is
a notable contribution to the Darwin scholarship. I have also reviewed
Desmond & Moore volume of Darwin, when its Japanese translation appeared

several years ago.
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These Cambridge collecting days showed his fierce desire to outshine
others in scope and ingenuity, and the beginning of a methodical system of

making full use of every available avenue of support (p. 104).
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PART TWO: TRAVELLER
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Darwin's intense interest in the ability of human beings to change like this was
fundamental to his later conversion to evolutionary theory. The attention paid
to the contrasts and to the similarities between civilized and uncivilized races of
human beings during the voyage created an intellectual context in which ideas
about a real evolutionary connection could take root and subsequently flourish.
Without this experience in Tierra del Fuego--the experience of comparing
anglicised Fuegians with wild tribesmen and -women, of comparing native

Fuegians with himself--he would never have had the breadth of vision to
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include mankind as an integral part of the natural world, ...(p. 249)

And of all Darwin's varied experienced during the voyage, it was this
recognition of the connections between humans around the world that moved
him the most: more than the geology or zoology, more than the stars over the
Andes, or even the lush abandonment of the tropics. He was forced to
acknowledge that the gauzy film of culture was nothing but an outer garment
for humanity, acquired or lost in response to the individual milieu, and he

began to appreciate the ephemeral, manmade nature of civilisation. (p. 250)
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PART THREE: NATURALIST
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Eventually he got the system going efficiently, so much so that he never
thereafter lost more than a few pence in his regular September totalling up.
Alive to every penny spent, Darwin recorded each and every financial
transaction that took place, however small, for the rest of his life. Obsessively
detailed, cautious, and meticulous, these account books reveal more of his

character than even his eventual autobiography. (p. 404-5)
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If Darwin had become a barnacle during previous years, he now turned
his house into the Beagle: a self-contained, self-regulating scientific ship
methodically ploughing onwards through the waves outside. Safely isolated
from the usual concerns of the world, he could pursue his own interests and
explore his own lines of inquiry, interacting with other men and women only
when he wanted to, gathering the information he required through the
conveniently impersonal medium of letters and books. Alone in his cabin --
the study at Down -- he could get on with his thoughts in peace. He could use
his undoubted charm and his position in society to good effect just as he had all
those years before: almost as if he were on the Beagle again, sailing into some
unknown port, where people felt it a natural consequence of English life that he
should ask and that they should do. (p. 530)
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